Karen Wydler leads outdoor learning programmes in a variety of settings
including schools, parks, community settings, museums and housing
estates. Below are some examples:

Ashley Primary School
How can a whole school food growing project empower young people to be
leaders in sustainability?’

This project was part of The Creative Partnership’s
Enquiry Schools programme and the work provided
opportunity to develop skills in designing and
making artworks, the creation of outdoor learning
spaces, as well as skills in food growing and
cooking outside. The building of the earth oven was
a highlight with one child saying, ‘That was my best
day, ever’ and another Year 5 boy saying, ‘We were
working, but it felt like playing!
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The child led sessions allowed for an exploration
of the space in relation to themselves, which
uncovered lots of creative opportunities that are
now employed during breaks and lunchtimes.

Karen says: ‘| feel like we gave a whole new value
to making things from natural materials, from



mud pies to log piles, from dens to flower shrines,
experiential learning makes memorable lessons.
The main successes of the project for me were
broadening of the scope of work already taking
place in the grounds and the establishment of
positive group, child led work. We had lessons
where the children were asked to initiate activities
and organise working together, which they did
successfully. This brought about interesting
dynamics between children and staff and helped

Cogges Vanor Farm Vi

us to explore the inter relationships between each
other, and of eco systems and their interactions.’
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A client’s perspective — Cogges on Karen’s involvement in their
learning programme for 2011:

‘The Learning Programme at Cogges has continued
to thrive despite the site being closed to the public
over the last two years. Lots of new projects have
emerged through partnership with other Oxfordshire
organisations and our Schools programme was
again very popular with local schools.

We've been delighted to welcome nearly 500
children and teachers to take part in our Learning
Programme this year, thanks to the generous
support of the Cogges Agricultural Museum Trust.
The themed days centred on outdoor learning,
making the most of the wonderful setting of
Cogges.

For ‘Building & Baking’ days each child made their
own bread, baked in the woodfired oven and helped
to construct our new earth ovens in the woodland
area. Children with special needs from Springfield
School really enjoyed all the sensory stimulation
of kneading dough, the smell of bread baking and
getting messy with clay and straw. Springfield
were keen to integrate with a visit from Kingham
Primary year 2’s and the feedback was that “Both
schools thought the day was great, with good
integration — the activities were fantastic and all
worked well.”

Throughout the programme children have been
helping to develop an inspiring Garden for Learning
with Karen Wydler in the walled garden, creating
hazel structures, signs and wind-chimes, and
learning to plant and grow vegetables.

Over the summer we have also been running

a project with families in the home education
community with funding from Creative Junction.
The ‘What's Outside’ project includes outdoor
learning, gardening and creative arts as well as
Philosophy for Children.’

Looking ahead

Future projects include ‘Hidden’ a project in
partnership with OYAP (Oxfordshire Youth Arts
Partnership) funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund
to connect young people aged 18-25 in the Witney
area with local museums and heritage. Starting at
the end of July we are recruiting young people to
join the project now — no experience necessary!
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